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had votes in the old boroughs, but very few paid as much as £10
a year in rent. The real effect of the Bill, then, was to make the
landlords share their political power with the upper middle class.
CHAPTER LXIV
THE FIRST GREAT ERA OF REFORM
1830-1841
§ 281. the reformed parliament.—As might have been
expected, the first General Election after the passing of the
Reform Bill confirmed the Whigs in power by a big majority ;
and there followed a decade of tremendous activity in Parlia-
ment. The rapid development of manufactures during the past
fifty years had brought about great changes in social conditions,
such as the growth of crowded industrial towns. The Tories,
who had monopolised power since 1770, had been very reluctant
to make any drastic alterations in the law to deal with these new
conditions—partly because they believed in the doctrine of
laisser-faire, that the less the Government interferes with the
lives of individuals the better, and partly because they feared
lest reform should lead on to revolution, as in France. But a
new spirit had now come over Parliament. Recent elections
showed that the nation wanted the overdue reforms to be
passed without delay, and the Government set about its task
with a will. Royal Commissions were set up to inquire into
existing evils and to recommend remedies for them ; and more
Acts of Parliament were passed in the ensuing decade than
during the previous half-century.
The career of the Government was checked for a few months
at the end of 1834, however. Old King William had been
alarmed by the rushing tide of legislation, so he took advantage
of a chance defeat of the Ministry to call for its resignation, and
commissioned Peel to form a Cabinet. Peel issued the Tarn-

